Proto-Organisaties

Discom

Discom is a non-for-profit club that shows international art in a trendy and experimental design context. Every exhibition the space is re-styled to fit the art. Conceptual designers and architects are asked to cooperate with upcoming artists that have been invited to do a show. These makeovers are sponsored by companies in the life-style sector or by big brands that like to take their contacts to the club. Members of the club pay an annual fee. Members and sponsors get free coffee and tea as well as discounts on the finger food available in the club. There is always one person present that serves the drinks. Apart from sponsoring, bar-revenues are the main source of income. There are several occasions that Discom works together with both national and international restaurants, clubs and bars showcasing Prague artists in a self-directed setting. The communication channels are life-style magazines and the international art and design press. 

Disorga

The NGO Disorga ask themselves: What does it mean to be alternative? What is something alternative to? This initiative works closely together with different international art spaces that call themselves experimental but have a track record showing up-coming artists. The two rooms in its exhibition space are used to juxtapose one artistic or political position to its alternative. The space is very active in programming lectures and debates around its socially engaged exhibitions. For the debates it receives international funding for developing social awareness and civic society. It is also the best place to find out about alternative music records and performances because it has a ticket sales box for concerts organized in various ‘alternative’ locations in Prague. Together with the sales of limited edition prints of Czech and international artists, the ticket box provides for the money matched by Foundations and funding bodies dealing with culture and civil society. Its website showcases a different (Czech) artist on its splash page every day.

Orgaplay

Civic association Orgaplay is light but serious, playful but focused, soft and ambitious. Orgaplay offers writing courses both for critical essayists as for creative writers. It has a wide international network in the literal and art fields and combines a focus on literature with one on contemporary art. It is especially known for its playful programs for kids and school classes dealing with creative development. The organization sets out to develop alternative learning environments for kids and adults alike and works together with universities and other organizations specialized in learning. This program is sponsored by the ministry of education. International artists dealing with concepts like cognition, memory and sense making are invited to work together with groups of people in the space, making new works on site in the process.

Orgadis

Network oriented Orgadis is an artist-in-residency that invites international artists and curators. It  fosters connections between the visitors and Czech artists. One artist and one curator live in the space for 3 weeks and produce a show there that both questions precise artistic and representational models. The show is open to the public every last week of the month. The curator and artist are assisted by the team running the art space, but they are themselves responsible for acquiring additional funding from their respective countries. The working period and exhibition ends with a ‘diner pansant’ a dinner during which the topics that were most thought about during the residency are discussed with guests that pay for the dinner. Artists are asked to donate an artwork to the Foundation, but this is not obligatory.

Playorga

Playorga experiments with organization models. Playorga is composed of four teams of volunteers and students that each have to organize exhibitions, debates, courses, articles, sales, educational programs, music performances, cultural tours and/or trade. Each team has 3 months to design a proto-organization and an accompanying exhibition and events that is open to the public for one month. The teams alternate so there is always something to be seen in the Playorga space. Students of art, design, architecture, political science and business studies get a mark for their performance in project planning and execution. The teams are headed by current members of Display. The content of the shows is linked to current topics of interest in the international art scene.

Playcom

Playcom is an international online publishing house. It is well known because it first facilitates international artists that work on collaborative projects online and then it exhibits the resulting projects in its art space. Is also mediates and sells the exhibited projects and exhibitions to other art spaces and to companies. Its digi-trendy image comes from the fact that it features games en mp3’s, a social network, online advertisements, ringphones and streaming short films on its website. Its main asset is its website and its network with international Media Labs and art spaces.  

Comdis

Comdis is a bit formal, it buys art for a pool of people and companies interested in investing in art. The art buyers put money into an account, and all amounts together are enough to buy works that are already on the safe side of become more valuable over time and to buy works of promising young Czech artists. The people putting money in this scheme can hang the art they invested in at home or in their offices. People that are not part of the pool of investors can rent the artworks from Comdis. Comdis also publishes catalogues for the artists they buy work from and can also be contracted to produce artist books for third parties since production of books is inexpensive in Czechia. Comdis promotes all small and mid-sized art organizations in Czechia and is their international exhibition-booking and art sales office. 

Complay

Complay is a commercial gallery that presents Czech artists and artists that have a name internationally but that until now mostly realized direct sales. Artists that do not yet have established a name for themselves are charged 50% commission. Established artists are asked to pay for the costs of presenting them on international fairs and are charged commission on sales of designated art works. Complay has an unique matching scheme that links its established international artists to young artists. Established artists get discount on their commission percentage for helping the younger artists get into exhibitions and collections. This way the artists of Complay help each other with their career development. Complay rents artworks from its (Czech) artists to companies. Complay also publishes art theory books and catalogues and has an international network with art theory departments and university galleries. The university gallery network is useful to showcase young Czech artists abroad for the first time. 

